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Article XX. 

Case of Severe Ix.ruuv of the Bkaix, with Recovery'. By William 
Wood, M.D., of East Windsor Hill, Connecticut. 

Thursday, May 29, 1880, I was summoned early in the morning to 
act as juror in a coroner’s inquest on a man run over by the cars. On ar¬ 
riving at the depot where the body was brought, I found a well-dressed 
gentleman lying on the platform with bis head cut open from the inner 
eanthus of the left eye to the occiput. The brain was exposed, and a fur¬ 
row some three inches in length was cut through the anterior portion of 
it. The left eye was turned up so that the pupil was not visible. On the 
opposite side of the head was a scalp wound three and one half inches in 
length. The conductor of the train informed ine that the man was lying 
beside the track, and that his head was struck by the pilot of the engine. 
On looking at the cut in the brain 1 could discover slight pulsation, and 
there was some effort tit respiration, hut quite irregular. I immediately 
sent to my office for my surgical instruments, and after shaving the scalp, 
I introduced my fingers inside of his skull and removed some small spie- 
ula of hone, hair, and detached portions of the brain. I placed the eye 
in its normal position, and adjusted the scalp, taking some ten or twelve 
stitches, leaving a small opening at the inner cantluts. I then applied a 
bandage over and around his head, drawing the bones into as close 
proximity as possible. During the whole operation he remained perfectly 
quiet and unconscious. He was removed into a neighbouring house, and 
I left, not expecting to see him living on my return. About 1 o’clock a 
messenger came for me, saying that he was vomiting blood. I found him 
with a tolerably full, intermitting pulse—ordered cold applications to the 
head, and counter-irritation over the region of the stomach. Xo visi¬ 
tors were allowed, and all noise about the premises was strictly forbidden. 

Thursday night, passed water involuntarily; the vomiting of blood 
continued through Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, at intervals. 

Friday and Saturday was very restless, requiring the constant care of 
two watchers to keep him on the bed. 

June 1. Was more quiet. 

'2d. Partially conscious ; removed stitches about the forehead and eyes; 
found union by first intention. 

4 th. Was rational, removed the remaining stitches, found perfect union 
the whole length, except at the angle of the eye, which was left open for 
drainage in case lie should survive; measured the cicatrix, found it eight 
and one-half inches in length ; the opening in the skull was the same as 
in the scalp. 

5 th. The tenth day after the accident, the discharge ceased, followed by 
the closing of the aperture ; sat up one hour. 

8tb. Was dressed and walked out of doors. 

llth. Bode out. 

l'2th. The seventeenth day after the accident, rode to his hoarding- 
house, some three miles distant. 

21st. Resumed his work in the mill ; twenty-sixth day since the injury. 

The following facts I elicited from him : Ilis name was Robert C. 
Chapman, a native of Glasgow, Scotland; thirty-two years old; was a 
machinist in a paper-mill in South Windsor. The mill had been running 
night and day for some time, and he had been in it six weeks prior to 
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this time, eighteen hours a day. The night previous to this accident he 
left the mill at 1 O' o’clock P. M., and walked up the railroad track with 
two comrades to the hotel, at East Windsor Hill, and called for supper. 
After remaining for a time, they left, for the mill ; C. started hack on the 
railroad track, as it was nearer, but his companions preferred to go by the 
highway. Overcome by sleep, he sat down near the track, which was the 
last, he remembers prior to the accident. 

The health of this young man has been good since his recovery ; no 
trouble about his head ; mind perfectly clear, lie sees objects out of his 
injured eye, above or on a level with his eye, perfectly well, but has not 
the power to look down while holding his head erect. To test his vision, 
I blindfolded his uninjured eye, and gave him a letter which he read accu¬ 
rately and without hesitation. 

There is evidently bony union over the posterior half of the injury. 
The interior portion over the frontal bone looks equally well, but upon 
pressure the bones appear to be separated about one-fourth of an inch. 

As there was nothing unusual in the treatment of this case, I have 
omitted details. Cold applications were constantly applied to the head for 
the first week. I report this simply as one of the remarkable and ex¬ 
ceptional cases of rapid and perfect recovery from an injury which, to 
all human calculations, must be fatal. 

The blood vomited on the first, second, and third days after the acci¬ 
dent no doubt came from his head, as his body was uninjured. The 
position in which I first found him makes the case plain. He was lying 
on lus back with his head slightly elevated and mouth open. 


Article XXI. 

Benzoic Acid in tiif. Albuminuria ok Pregnancy and Scarlatina. 

By W. Scott IIill, M.D., of Augusta, Maine. 

The presence of albumen in the urine of pregnant women and in urine 
after scarlatina, is always considered a dangerous symptom when occur¬ 
ring as a pathological condition. The pathology of such conditions is too 
well known to require mention. The property of benzoic acid to cause its 
rapid disappearance is not mentioned in any text-hook on materia median 
with which I am acquainted. The following cases in which it seemed to 
have that effect occurred in my practice :— 

Case I_A lady, about thirty years of age, applied for treatment for 

anasarca. She was in the sixth month of her pregnancy. Had miscar¬ 
ried twice. There is anasarca of the whole surface. The face, hands, 
and feet very much bloated. Does not notice any difference in her size 
in the morning. Is usually in delicate health ; is always amende. In 
both of her pregnancies before this there was the same anasarcous condi¬ 
tion as in this. The anasarca has existed some six weeks. She now finds 
it difficult to walk. The abdomen is much enlarged, giving her the ap¬ 
pearance of being in the ninth month of pregnancy. The abdomen evi¬ 
dently contains an unnatural quantity of liquid for her term. Some nausea 



